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maltms symptoms, -which were considered to arise from debility and languor of 
the system, or some vice or vitiation of the habit, and for which stimulants, 
under the designation of tonics, antispasmodics, resolvents, deobstruents, 8tc. 
according to the particular theory held and the supposed nature of the case, 
were universally lavished, to the inevitable injury of the constitution and the 
frequent fatal termination of the disease. That, on the contrary, all these cases 
arose from and depended upon an inflammatory irritation of an obscure and 
chronic character of the digestive or respiratory organs, and that they required 
for their removal the avoidance of all irritating agents, and the employment of 
depletion, antiphlogistics, emollients, diluents, or appropriate revellants, ac¬ 
cording to the seat and force of the ailment, and other attendant circumstances. 
When wc consider the benefits that have arisen from the propagation of such 
views in the treatment of dyspeptic cases alone, we shall not hesitate to place 
Broussais among the great benefactors of the age, although he had never given 
to the world the physiological medicine. The prodigal use of stimulants in 
these cases had been so ancient, universal, and deep-rooted, that it required, 
in order to meet the question properly, to inquire into and scrutinize the cause 
of these derangements, the modifying operation of agents on their progress, and 
to ascertain the nature of the lesions left after death. All this Broussais has 
done in an able manner, and so far definitely established his principles that no 
one has endeavoured to refute them by resorting to the same inductive method. 
The doctrine of the inflammatory origin of tubercles, wherever seated, has en¬ 
countered more opposition; still, whoever shall dispassionately examine the 
facts and arguments on which this opinion is founded, must admit that inflam¬ 
mation has much more to do with their production and ulterior changes than 
cither Bayle or Lacnnec arc willing to allow. Moreover, the doctrine of their 
inflammatory origin is calculated to lead us to place confidence in such hygienic 
and remedial measures as experience has proved to be of most avail, where our 
resources at best have heretofore done so little. 

We here close our brief remarks, satisfied, if we should be successful in giv¬ 
ing our readers as high an opinion of the work as we ourselves entertain of it, 
we would thereby render a better service than if wc had endeavoured to com¬ 
press its prominent doctrines within the limits of a review. C. D. 

New Yurie. September , 1331. 


XIII. Dcscriptio Ichthyosis Comex Congenita: in Yirgine observatx, talulis tribus 
lapidi incisis illuslrata. Brcmie. Cun. Hilv. ScnuiDT, M. D. 

Description of a Case of Congenital Ichthyosis Comae, observed in a Young Girl; 
with three Lithographic Plates. By Cun. Hxtv. Scimin-r, M. D. Folio, pp. 
15. Bremen, 1830. 

Frances Kroonc, the subject of this case, was bom in the town of Diis- 
tedt, in Holland, a short distance from the Rhine. When seen by Dr. Schmidt, 
she was twenty-two years of age; her face was perfectly free from every or¬ 
ganic defect, and quite comely; her complexion was fair; her skin soft and 
thin; her eyebrows and eyelashes yellow, dense, and well-formed; her teeth 
sound and handsome. 

The disease first made its appearance at the origin of the stcmo-cleido-mas- 
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toid muscles, under the form of scurf. The upper portions of the breast and 
neck not so well covered by the dress, were unaffected by the disease, which 
was likewise the case in the axilla:, where there was a scanty covering of hair; 
but on the arcolx of each mamma were to be seen very dense excrescences' 
arranged in concentric order, and from the inferior part of the breasts the 
ichthyosis, which was of the simple species, however, at first, covered the whole 
body, save a place which was but partially affected at the umbilicus, and a 
few spots upon the back. Numerous small, very dense scales, one or two lines 
in height, and seated in the skin, covered the whole abdomen, back, nates, 
feet, and arms, as well as the palms and soles; and the head itself was not en¬ 
tirely free. 

On each of the extremities were to be seen firm, homy corpuscules, mingled 
with some hairs, three or four lines, or even more, in height: one was two or 
more lines broad, and to appearance squared by rule, some were round, and 
others again in the form of an inverted cone: the stems of the latter were con¬ 
nate in patches of three or four, and impaired in various places the appearance 
of the chccqucr work. Between the digital members of the hands and feet, 
and at their extremities, these horny crusts were broader; partly from the com¬ 
pressions they experienced, and partly from a thicker concretion, on account of 
tlie gTcatcr sudorific discharge of these parts. 

The configurations covering the palms of the hands were extended to the 
arms, where they were even more numerous and thick, though the lineaments 
of the arms could still be traced. But the feet and legs were so surprisingly 
deformed as to render an accurate description very difficult. Upon the ex¬ 
tremities of all the phalanges, the disease was likewise to be seen, through 
winch the redness of the subjacent parts appeared. But the feet and especi¬ 
ally the right one, were completely sheathed, and the scales were very large 
and thick on the sole of the foot; some nearly an inch long, and as much ele¬ 
vated; some of the colour and texture of horn, and others of an ivory appear¬ 
ance: there was likewise a great variety in their form. 

But tlie disease did not only invade the epidermis, it attacked the nails of the 
fingers and toes, which were subjected to similar changes. Those of the fingers 
were thick, short, rigid, and cloven; the lamina of which they were composed 
wmre distinctly seen; their lunula of the nails was effaced. Their colour was 
ot a pale yellow, nearly resembling burnt horn; tlie extremities of the pha¬ 
langes were pointed. The nails of the toes were thicker than those of the 
fingers and narrower than usual, composed as it were of horny tubercles, curv- 
cd upwards, and of irregular form, since as the inferior stratum of tlie nail was 
unimpaired, they had elevated a part of the superior surface of the plate. 

1 lie head itself was not free from this covering. The whole anterior part 
of the scalp was covered with large sessile scales, which, just at the mar¬ 
gin of the forehead, were separated by a narrow tract of mingled yellow, 
white, gray, and black hairs, chiefly diseased, which at the occipital portion of 
tlie head were collected into a fasciculi of the same kind, six or seven inches long, 
between which, however, the disease was similarly conspicuous. But these 
few hairs were said to have only been produced by the greatest care and dili¬ 
gent washing, when the girl had desired to cultivate them for the improvement 
of her appearance. 
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diI h l C n T r ° f , thi . S TV Up ° n ,he eca,p "" “» ht but of a whitish cast. 

na« ZZrTTV ) : ,PPCr Part ° f the bKk, marnmic, and surrounding 
I n., and of a dart leaden hue at the inferior part of the abdomen and back, at 

^wnTdoUve'hue . eeS: UP °" “ d ™ * dirty-yellowish 

Besides these peculiarities, the whole of the thorax was covered with a sin- 
gularly loose and peculiar skin, which in some places, where the skin covered 

nlaccs" eS ^ eIb T an<1 knees - fortned “"P'lar rug*; in other 

places, as for mstance over the glutei muscles, it composed not less than 

sutteen or twenty regular semicircles. The rugosities of this diseased skin 
r: 7 far PCC , Ul,ar . ,0 when an attempt was made in the neck or 

places less affected by the common disease to enclose a portion between the 
fingers, ...numerable ruga: were immediately formed, which was not the case 
of fit InC , c S ab ° VC m healthier plaCes ’ or where lhcre was a greater abundance 

But the diseased skin, in places deprived of this covering, appeared dry, 
arsh, and redder than elsewhere. The corpuscles were firmly adherent, as 

‘lV°t ‘ V, n n’ d r bIed Whe " t0m ° ff b - v force - when the hard 

mass was seized with the forceps, they could be removed without pain. When 

softer Illnw’ r ° f a "> »»> k was seen!whitish Z 

softer than wax, winch, however, when exposed to the air, was quickly harden¬ 
ed. These hard crusts were chiefly, and especially upon the arms, of a polish- 
ed appearance, and emitted a no.se when they came in contact with hard bodies. 

Such is a succmct description of the affection, as observed by Dr. Schmidt 
m tins unfortunate girl, of which M. Alibert has thus spoken in the Diet, des 
Sciences Med,calcs: “ I question whether such a remarkable phenomenon will 
occur again m the course of ages,” &c. She was the third child of a family of 
four, the parents of wh.ch had been some time dead. Her father was a painter. 
The two brothers and a sister, which composed the rest of the family, were 
“I" ln . t le le:lst affected with this disease, nor are their children. 

he disease early made its appearance upon the skin of this female. It was 
observed, in fact, by the accoucheur, four or five days after birth; the skin of 
the infant presenting a hoary appearance, not removcablc by ablution Her 
mother likewise observed it, when she had recovered from her indisposition, 
" d ',“ d , t0 . th , e nc » kct of P ro P er Cleanliness, and many remedies were 

mon tolu l aPP ’ : ,th r any cffect - Finall . v > with ‘be superstition com- 
mon o such persons m the absence of palpable causes for any particular event, 

she attributed this affliction of her child to her having fallen into a lake, when 

afterward " ‘fl y ”, and her bei "P ,akcn sick ^mediately 

afterwards, after she had remained a long time upon the trunk of a floating tree 

he diseases to which she was subsequently exposed in her infancy were 

ZtV T TV and Vari ° ,a; thc thrce firat "-ere light attacks, but 

d sonlt v "i r Scvcrcl - v> "ml aggravated for a long time the congenital 
skl nn • 1 ' 0ne0 f f . the " r,olous cicI “ ri « s were visible anywhere upon the 
bton I f iT ° f r' e dl . fr " cnt pcriods of desquamation did she profess to have 
TV VZ r ° m ,ClUh>0SiS - S,1C w “ also ^ a fc* days affected with 

'TZ„ TV "Z SOme 5 T neSS 0f the fin » crs of the right band, and a diffi- 
cult} in extending them, which she attributed to an inflammatory swelling sho 
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liad experienced at the elbow joint; in which . .. . 

perhaps entirely fortuitous, with the well-known ease of John Lambert ’ T 
had little eontroul over the motion of the right hand, as was remarked by Thi° 
lesms, who attnbuted the cause to his having at too carlv an y , ' 

carry the weapons of the hunters. ' ' E b c to 

Frances Krooneateightccn commenced tomenstruate, which she subseauentlv 
contmucdto do at the usual period, and in large quantity. She w^ttsubject 

ed bv rnwir ““ CnJ ° yCd g °° d ECncral health - She was more affect 
r p ?” 0n \ are l,sualI - v - >°" d Of a high temperature, and felt better 
m summer. In winter she was much annoyed by the coldness and dryness of 

so as to alm't'".I pre . V1 ‘ lcd ’ , the fis5urcs «P™ 'he feet would gape open, 
so as to admit a finger, and sometimes discharge blood. She perspired soon 

Kaso°n ^ ° VCr 1 v h °! e «° <Iy ’ bU ‘ eSpeC ' ally in thc a ™'pits. During the cold 
season, she was obliged oftener than is usual with others to pass her urine 

tent at Z ve™ JS 1°T *7"''"' Dcs 'l uamati '>» took place to more ex- 
tent at the vernal and autumnal equinoxes than at other periods. 

The crust upon the hands was not so much of an incumbrance but that she 
was ab e to use them ,n washing herself, and many other manipulations; latterly 
she had learned some artificial employments, and was able, with her ev’es shu l 
to distinguish by thc touch, metals, silk, paper, &c 3 ^ 

condhiIn C of a ,h d b‘TTl"; Cl1 f ° rn ' Cl1 ' an<1 appCared t0 ***** the same 
condition of the body; which, however, was not the case. For the extremities 

“VT resulting from an inclination of 

rC nd T: ha r ' a “ te ‘ appClr tl,icker and mor = monstrous, thereby 
rendering the defect in thc legs below, so much thc more conspicuous. Indeed 

eeV r=n", :^r ‘be diseased condition of to 

feet rendered her gait vacillating and uncomfortable. Walking likewise ex 
cited pain at thc acetabula. E C3C 

ed S in C the Citvrf n re ^ materia ' whieh * durinE the few days «■» remain- 
Sehm- U Cl 'y of Bremen, were gathered respecting this interesting ease, by Dr 
Schmidt, partly from observation, and partly by inquiries from the individual 

in Gr™am ht Thi! ! r th ° UEh * d;SCaSC ° CCa5i ° naI,y °“urring, isalmost unknown 
m Germanv. 1 h,s disease was termed by Dr. Schmidt a ease of Ichthyosis cor- 

e*. and apparently with good reason, for upon other parts of the’ body as 
well as upon the palms of the hands and soles of the feet, there were morbid 
productions of a horny nature. morbid 

Ichthyosis has been considered by writers, viz. Thilcsius, Alibert, Martin See 
as an hcrechtaiy disease, occurring generally in thc first two or three months of 
e ~ ; 1 V ’ 15 mdmdU,U !t was 'observed four or five days after birth, 
n o h r l 'T rr ° f lchthyo,is was conspicuous in the Lambert family 

rations t * ’“'h' ^ "°" e ° f ‘ he *« affected Jtlml gene- 

rations. Many cases exist to prove that it is not always propagated by diseased 

afihctlrl!° iT r Chlldrcn ’. S0 , mc csca P in S in the same family, while others were 
rjMartin ’ nr, ,5 l Pr °ri “ ^ histor >’ of:some females, as described by 

P. J. Martin, of its hereditary nature, m which it was transmitted from a mother 
b^toW, ' V s T by Rayer ' that a man named John Braver, and his 

brother, both sons of a diseased father, laboured under general ichthyosis, while 
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their sisters, and their sisters* children^ were entirely free, so that there is di¬ 
rect evidence of its having been transmitted from father to son, and from mother 
to daughter; this at least has been the c&e in simple ichthyosis, as experience 
has taught. 

The causes of ichthyosis is as yet unknown. It is supposed by Alibert, with 
some little tincture of the prejudice of the vulgar, that in maritime places, and 
along rivers where fish abound, the system, by being fed from their products, 
may be disposed to this disease; though he afterwards more courageously as¬ 
serts “that the causes of this disgusting and detestable disease is totally un¬ 
known.” This supposition of M. Alibert, which is not wholly without sup¬ 
porters, may perhaps, with those fond of the marvellous, find an increase of 
support, from the fact that the mother of this girl, was, while pregnant with 
her, exposed in a lake upon the floating trunk of a tree, to the malignant 
glances of the watery basilisks. It is perhaps a sufficient trial of our credulity 
to attribute this intra-uterinc derangement, (as others of an analogous nature 
are,) to the mental anxiety and dread of the mother, acting through the sym¬ 
pathetic nerves, which prudently observes Dr. Schmidt, he will neither admit 
nor gainsay. There now exists well-authenticated instances of sudden and sur¬ 
prising changes on the surface of the body from moral emotions, such as the 
turning the hair from black to gray in the course of a few hours, and similar 
effects in the rete mucosum. "Where we cannot explain, it is safer and more 
manly to admit our ignorance, for then at least the road is open to improvement- 

ichthyosis has by most writers been considered an affection of the epidermis 
only, though Thilesius considered it to consist in a morbid state of the seba¬ 
ceous follicles of the cutis. Dr. Schmidt, for the following reasons, is disposed 
to coincide in opinion with the latter: partly because he has seen some of these 
homy tubercles occupying the site of these follicles, and partly because when 
they were carefully extracted, an elongation, having the appearance of a root, 
appeared to come from the follicles themselves. Besides, as the epidermis is 
a production of the subjacent rete Malpighi, any cause producing a morbid, se¬ 
cretion of tills structure, would give rise to an unusual epidermis. From this 
cause, the whole skin was affected in the case which forms the subject of fliis 
treatise, and there was in support of this opinion, an unusual deficiency of fat 
over the whole body, and especially in the diseased parts, which produced per¬ 
haps the looseness and rugosity of the skin. However tills may be, the secre¬ 
tion of the epidermis was changed both in quality and quantity. Admitting 
that these horny bodies consisted in induration of the epidermis, still the sud¬ 
den and peculiar hardening, and the great mass of the secretions, indicates such 
derangement of the nisus formativus , as to confirm the opinion of thl heredi¬ 
tary nature of the disease. 

These substances were chemically very analogous to the horn, hair, and shells 
of animals. 9 

That Frances, observes Dr. Schmidt, whose skin was thus covered, sweated 
freely over the whole body, appears to be owing to the peculiar pores lately 
investigated by Thomas Gordon Hake. In some places where no crust was 
found, the author is disposed to attribute the cause, to the profuscncss of the 
sudatory discharge. In the same way he likewise accounts for the absence of 
the scales in the palms and soles of the Lambert family. Such, too, is nearly 
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the opinion of ThiW In all the cases above referred to, no crusts were 
found m the axillae, which were attributed to the same cause, copious discharge 
of sweati which the girl admitted was very-abundant there, as was likewise de 
monstrated by the h.rcine odour, and effects upon the vestments of the Dart 
An the writers upon this disease assert that the individuals affected with it. 
though possessing a tolerable proportion of health, were nevertheless subject 
to rachites from their birth. ** 

In lighter cases of ichthyosis, and especially in infants, there is, in the opinion 
ol Dr. Schmidt, more or less of the scrofulous diathesis present, and manv of 
which are aflected with crustx Index , but in all which cases he likewise observ¬ 
ed a dryness and rugosity of the skin, as well as secretions analogous to that of 
ichthyosis upon the skin of those labouring under atrophy, tabes, and dropsv 
which appear to arise in a similar way from the lack of fatty matter peculiar lo 
this disease, and to disappear when it was restored to the skin. 

Whether or not, the extreme emaciation of the extremities in this female 
was owing to an affection of the whole lymphatic system, and to which the dis¬ 
order of her general health was to be ascribed, it is not possible, from the ob- 
sen ations given, to decide. The peculiarly melancholy expression of her fea¬ 
tures, is however, well deserving of notice, a circumstance which Alibert asserts 
“ not on, y “'"'ay* an attendant upon ichthyosis cornea, but likewise aggravates 
the disorder so much that stupidity may be the result, in consequence of the 
continued contemplation of their deformity and their gloomy prospects for the 

In regard to the colour of the crusts, much appears to depend upon the sex 
of the patient, and the peculiarity of location. “For whv,” it is asked “ does 
i t appear darker up on the abdomen of the female, which is'covered with clothes, 
than upon the hands and feet, always subject to exposure ?” 

Dr. Schmidt likewise noted a singular and peculiar slimness of the first di¬ 
gital phalanges, in this female, of which, however, lie has seen traces a few 
times in other diseased affections of the skin. In regard to this fact, he asks, 
Whether ,t is to be considered as an indication of the severer cutaneous dis- 
eues, as, on the other hand, a thickness of the phalanges is noticed in those 
labouring under diseases of the heart and lungs ?” 

Three very well executed plates accompany this case. The first exhibits the 
whole person, the second the hand and forearm, and the third the foot, the 
wo last are of the size of nature. Dr. Schmidt’s publication constitutes an in- 
teresting addition to our science. j p 


Xl\ . Directions fur making Anatomical Preparations, formed on the basis of Pole 
Marjohn, and Breschet; and including the New Method of Mr. Swan. By Bshxe 
Pmsoxs, M. D. Professor of Anatomy and Surgery. Philadelphia, Carey Sc 
Lea, 1831. 

Perhaps no single circumstance serves more to distinguish the state of medi¬ 
cal science at the present period, than the increased attention to healthy and 
pathological anatomy. While physiological medicine rejects all svmptomatologv 
wluch does not consist in an accurate knowledge of the connexion between die 
appearances of disease and the actual condition of the part affected, it renders 



